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EARLY CHILDROOD
AUTHORITY ABU DHABI

f i f; ROAR
B a WEB: www.designbyroar.com EMAIL: contact@designbyroar.com
CONTACT: +971 52 509 8720 INSTAGRAM: @designbyroar

Roar is an architectural and interior design studio located in Dubai and was founded in 2013 by architect Palavi Dean. The studio has
completed more than 84 projects, including the Kempinski Hotel Dubai's Sense Asia Spa and McKinsey & Co.'s office. Future nursery and
luxurious private homes. Roar has won numerous awards, including CID Middle East Boutique Design Firm of the Year and Global
Emerging Designer of the Year at the Frame Awards in Amsterdam.
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DUBAI Abu Dhabi's Early Childhood Authority has launched its new headquarters - a pioneering space that inspires adults to view
the world through the lens of a child. The 1800 sq ft office, based at al mamoura tower in Abu Dhabi, will be home to the 100 strong
team of team of ECD experts charged with shaping the future of young children 0-8 years old to flourish, with a strategy that focuses
on early care and education, health and nutrition, family support, and child protection in Abu Dhabi. The space blends playful and
colourful elements with a cutting-edge approach to workspace design.
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PROJECT NAME: Early Childhood Authority Abu Dhabi
ARCHITECTS: Roar

CONTRACTOR: Summertown Interiors

LOCATION: ABU DHABI, UAE

TOTAL AREA: 1800 SQ FT

PAINT: Colortek paint

TILE: TAF tiles

WALL: Pierre Frey wall covering, Ege carpet

FLOOR:

- Bolon vinyl flooring

- Boen wood flooring,

- Kaprel glass partitions

- Interface carpet

SANITARY FITTINGS: Ceramica Cielo, Zucchetti, Teka

FURNITURE: Maarten Baas, Driade, Moustache, Vitra, Herman Miller USA,
Schiavello, Sancal, Moooi, Steelcase, Atrifort, Fatboy, H&H, Ekstrem, Alki, Molo
Partitions, Softline, Mattiazzi, Quinti, La Chance, Magis, Missana, Viccarbe,
Orangebox, Aliexpress, Bene, orange box

PHOTOGRAPHER: Oculis Project
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Pallavi Dean, creative director of design firm Roar, explained:
"The big design challenge was this: create a space that grabs
attention with the playful nature of childhood, while at the
same time being a mature office." Dean added: "We had to
keep reminding ourselves that it's not a space for kids - it's a
space for adults who are making decisions about kids. The
outcome is a sophisticated workplace for ECD professionals
to do their job - from deep, solo work to collaboration - but
with a warm, funky, playful vibe." The ECA space is littered
with examples that straddle these two worlds. The lobby
grabs attention with a lifesize fluffy monster called 'Big Blue'.
He greets guests with a playful smile - immediately creating
an atmosphere that is welcoming and child-centric. The
colour palette of the lobby is vibrant and rich, while the
textures of the furniture and walls are soft and tactile.
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Moving inside, the design narrative is based on the synapses of a child's brain: a series of hubs connected by
organic, flowing walkways. Meeting rooms are individually designed; no two are the same. One has a custom-
made felt map of the UAE; another has walls adorned with playful heads of indigenous UAE animals, including
oryx and gazelle. The colour scheme was developed with a colour psychologist, with orange spaces to inspire
energy and blue spaces to soothe and relax. Furniture was curated, not just ordered. No two chairs, table or
lamps are the same; each one is selected to add the right function, the right ambience, for each corner of the

ECAworkspace. See supplier list. The kid zone is a place for children to hang out and have fun. Many of the
ECA staff have young children, so a créche facility was a must-have. Similarly, the maternity room sets a new
benchmark for spaces for nursing mothers, with soft textures and reclining furniture.
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